Abstract Child-parent violence (CPV) is arguably the most under-researched form of family violence, despite an extremely high rate of occurrence and increasing prevalence.
intimate partner violence, largely neglecting many other intrafamilial victim-offender relationships such as elder abuse and child-parent violence (CPV). The child welfare and reform movement of the 1960s thrust the plight of the physically abused child to the forefront of the public conscience with social service agencies, the medical community, and the legislature quickly responding (Charles 1986) . Similarly, the 1970s, in the wake of the women's liberation movement, ushered in a newfound awareness of domestic violence and intimate partner violence in particular (Gelles 1985; Grama 2000) followed by a wave of attentive social services. In recent decades, the prevalence and seriousness of intimate partner violence has been well documented (Websdale and Johnson 1998) first in relation to wife abuse and more recently the physically abused husband (Charles 1986) .
Child-parent violence as a form of family violence is a social problem that has remained in virtual obscurity for decades (Robinson et al. 2004 ) with a mere 15 entries in the sociological, medical, and psychiatric literature combined throughout the 1960s (Charles 1986 ). Harbin and Madden (1979) are credited as recently as 1979 with first identifying this "new" type of family violence-"battered parent syndrome." Since its first official acknowledgement, childparent violence (CPV), battered parents syndrome, or parental abuse as it is interchangeably referred, has remained a neglected subtype of family violence with a paucity of research and literature struggling to document prevalence, severity, and offense characteristics (Ulman and Straus 2003) despite estimates that suggest it is a pervasive and growing social problem.
Due to gross underreporting and the secretive nature of this crime, accurate estimates of frequency and prevalence are elusive. Limited survey data reveal wide ranging estimates with research suggesting that between 5 and 10% of all adolescents in the USA hit their parents annually (Agnew and Huguley 1989; Brezina 1999; Cornell and Gelles 1982) . Pelletier and Coutu (1992) found that 18% of two-parent and 29% of single-parent families experience CPV. Further, early research by Strauss et al. (1980) "... estimated that one in every five children strikes a parent each year, with one in ten using a method of violence that carries a high risk of parental injury" (Evans and WarrenSohlberg 1988, p. 202) . By most crime category comparisons these percentages appear small. However, when projected to the entire youth population these estimates equate to millions of incidents of CPV annually, some with grave consequences (e.g., parricide) and wide reaching perilous social implications (Brezina 1999) .
This research underscores the importance of studying this violent and abusive familial relationship in an effort to better understand victim, offender, and offense characteristics. Child-parent violence is historically under researched with comparatively few studies appearing in the literature. Studies that do appear are primarily qualitative accounts of parent-child relationships that tend to rely upon, "...retrospective survey techniques, usually interviews or selfreport questionnaires with all of their attendant limitations (Cornell and Gelles 1982; Kratcoski 1985; Peek et al. 1985) " (Evans and Warren-Sohlberg 1988, p. 203) and are void of any analysis of official crime data, large national samples, or macro level aggregations. For example, much of the past work has been significantly limited by small samples of clinical populations (Charles 1986; Gallagher 2004a, b; Jackson 2003; McCloskey and Lichter 2003; Nock and Kazdin 2002) with serious external validity issues. Further, the findings of these small clinical studies often contradict one another across important victim, offender, and incident characteristics.
This research contributes to the study of CPV, using the most recently released National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) data for 2002. This national official records database provides a larger sample than currently exists in the literature, to address many of the shortcomings of past research. Further, this work seeks to clarify many of the incongruent findings of past work, which drew heavily on small clinical samples, in an effort to uncover intrafamilial characteristics, incident characteristics, and victim/offender demographic factors that more accurately depict/represent CPV in the USA. The fact that there is limited research on this topic, and none using a sample of this size, is testament to the importance of establishing baseline findings by which to guide future theory and hypothesis testing. Further, attention to the shortcomings of past research could help to shed much needed light on volatile familial dynamics, and facilitate much needed risk assessments and targeted intervention strategies.
Review of the Parent-Child Violence Literature
Child-parent violence is a crime of assault against one's parent(s) specifically defined by Cottrell (2001) as an act committed by a child done to intentionally cause physical, psychological, or financial pain to gain control and power over a parent. To many this type of violence is inconceivable given the implicit power structure in most intrafamilial relationships (Pagani et al. 2004) . For this reason, in part, CPV, while estimated to be more prevalent than both spousal abuse and child abuse, is the least likely to be reported to law enforcement (Charles 1986 ). In fact, CPV victims will often go to great lengths to protect their abusive children keeping their own abuse secret, similar to victims of battered women's syndrome. When confronted, victimized parents will often deny the abuse altogether or mitigate the severity and seriousness of their child's aggression (Charles 1986; Kethineni 2004; Pelletier and Coutu 1992) creating a façade or illusion of normalcy (Kethineni 2004) . Despite these obstacles in reporting and subsequently determining incident rates, and prevalence, the literature suggests that CPV is a hardship of family life for a significant number of parents with published figures falling far short of actual estimates (Jackson 2003) .
Given the limited data, and the fact that much of what exists has been derived from small clinical samples, there is some debate and inconsistency in the literature across common demographic characteristics of offenders, victims, and incident characteristics. The following section identifies several of these conflicting accounts in an effort to show the need for additional research.
Offender Characteristics
The gender predominance of the offender varies across studies depending on the methodology used. For example, " [c] linical (e.g., Harbin and Madden 1979; Laurent and Derry 1999) , anecdotal (e.g., Dugas et al. 1985) , and forensic studies (e.g., Cochran et al. 1994 ) suggest sons as more likely perpetrators than daughters" (Pagani et al. 2004, p. 528) . McCloskey and Lichter (2003) using a convenience sample found no gender differences in reported child-to-parent aggression. Conversely, larger size epidemiology studies, while not statistically significant, find slight sex differences with 9.7% of females engaged in assault compared to 8.8% of males (Agnew and Huguley 1989; Pagani et al. 2004) . Further, Nock and Kazdin (2002) found that 14.6% of females in their sample and only 11.4% of males were identified as perpetrators of CPV. Charles (1986) found that female offenders, while not the most prevalent abusers, were more frequent abusers and tended to be younger than males.
The age of onset and peak age of the offender are debated and often vary depending upon study methodology and age inclusion parameters. Ulman and Straus (2003) found that children between the ages of three and five years old had the highest rates of child-to-parent violence with approximately one-third of the sample having been violent to a parent in the preceding 12 months. However, Paulson et al. (1990) found that younger children between the ages of 9 and 11 years old were less likely to abuse their parents than 12 to 14 year olds or 15 to 17 year olds. Cottrell (2001) found that children between 12 and 14 years old were peak offenders. Kethineni (2004) found that adolescents age 15 to 16 were the group most likely to be abusive with female perpetrators tending to be younger than males. Agnew and Huguley (1989) found little relationship between age and assault by sex other than both mother and father assaults by females tended to increase as females aged, peaking with 17 to 18 year olds. As evidenced by a metaanalysis conducted by Ulman and Straus (2003) sample age categories employed in past studies vary dramatically and one can only speculate on the impact these seemingly arbitrary age parameters have on study outcomes/findings.
Research findings suggest that there is little question as to the predominant race of the offender of CPV with whites consistently more likely to be perpetrators than Blacks. The sample of Kethineni (2004) of offenders was composed of 68% white and 24% black juvenile offenders. Agnew and Huguley (1989) too found white's more likely to assault parents than blacks with 9.8% of white males offending compared to 4.9% of black males, though the racial differences were only statistically significant for females with 10.8% of white females assaulting parents compared to 2.4% of black females. Further, Charles (1986) found that 32% of his sample of white youths were abusive compared to a mere 5% of youths in the black sample. Despite what appears to be conclusive evidence of a racial difference, prior studies have also found no significant racial difference among families affected by CPV (Cornell and Gelles 1982) .
Victim Characteristics
Much of the previous literature suggests that mothers are the most likely victims of CPV. For example, Nock and Kazdin (2002) found that 88% of their clinical sample perpetrated parent-directed aggression towards their biological mother, followed by their adoptive mother (5.4%), other (4.1), and finally their biological father (2.7). Similarly, Kethineni (2004) found in a sample of 83 juveniles arrested for violence against their parents that biological mothers were the victims of CPV in 81% of cases. However, there is discrepant research which suggests that fathers may experience a disproportionate amount of violence compared to mothers. For example, Peek et al. (1985) , studying a sample of sophomore, junior, and senior male high school students drawn from the larger "Youth in Transition" study, found that between 5 and 8% of sophomore, junior, and senior males reported hitting their fathers compared to between 2 and 6% hitting their mothers. Further, the male youths also directed more actual abuse and more proportional violence towards their fathers than towards their mothers (Peek et al. 1985) . Evans and Warren-Sohlberg 1988 found that in 49% of cases in their sample, sons abused mothers compared to 16% of cases of sons abusing fathers. Adolescent males were three times more likely to abuse their mothers than their fathers while 32% of cases involved daughters abusing their mothers with a mere 1.4% of cases involving daughters abusing their fathers. Mothers may be more likely to report abusive sons compared to abusive daughters due to both perceived and real levels of intimidation and aggression.
Incident Characteristics
Incident characteristics extrapolated from the existing literature and reviewed here include the use of a weapon, the amount of injury sustained, and the use of alcohol and/or drugs by the offender. Charles (1986) found that female abusers tended to be younger and more likely to use a household object as a weapon compared to males. However, Brezina (1999) states that assaults of parents by male children are less likely to be trivial and more likely to involve use of a weapon causing additional intimidation. Nock and Kazdin (2002) found that less serious/severe forms of abuse were perpetrated more frequently than serious forms; however that most children in their sample (89%) engaged in relatively aggressive behavior towards parents including throwing objects, hitting, kicking, biting, or beating. Further, females were more likely to perpetrate aggression with males more likely to engage in extreme abuse-beatings. No children in the Nock and Kazdin (2002) study were found to have used a gun or a knife to threaten or injure a parent.
Several studies have linked the abuse of alcohol or drugs to parental abuse and aggression (Charles 1986; Ellickson and McGuigan 2000; Jackson 2003 ). Cottrell and Monk (2004) found that some teens who abuse drugs or alcohol exhibit a general lack of emotion in response to their abusive behavior. Pagani et al. (2004) found that substance abuse among adolescents increased a mother's risk of verbal aggression by 60%.
Limitations of Prior Research
The extant literature provides important insight into the demographic correlates of CPV for both victims and offenders. Further, salient incident based characteristics have been discussed providing ever important event context. Nevertheless, there are several shortcomings in the existing research which deserve mention. First and most notably, "... there appear to be fewer than 30 published studies on the topic and the majority of the data is now 10 to 30 years old" (Cottrell and Monk 2004, p. 1075) . Additionally, the research that is presented is often derived from extremely small clinical samples containing as few as six participants (e.g., Jackson 2003) with many studies in the tens of cases (Cottrell and Monk 2004; Evans and Warren-Sohlberg 1988; Harbin and Madden 1979) rather than a more robust hundreds (Charles 1986; Cornell and Gelles 1982) or thousands (Agnew and Huguley 1989; Straus and Stewart 1999) of cases. Further, many of these studies are limited by retrospective qualitative survey data (Gallagher 2004a, b) . Due to the potential for extreme variability across small clinical samples and the resulting lack of generalizability many of the findings of past work across characteristics such as victim/offender age, gender, race, relationship, use of weapons, severity of assault, and substance abuse, are inconclusive at best, dubious at worst, and undeniably contradictory.
The few existing large scale empirical studies drawing on national samples of data too suffer from noteworthy data limitations. The most common problems these studies encounter are a reliance on antiquated data and restrictive/ limited age parameters of offenders. For example, a study published in 1989 relied upon data gathered from a sample of 1,395 youths collected as part of the National Youth Survey in 1972 (Agnew and Huguley 1989) . Similarly, a study published in 1999 analyzed data collected from the 1966 Youth in Transition Survey (n=1,886) and was further limited to only tenth graders (Brezina 1999) . Another study published in 1985 also relied on data from the 1966 Youth in Transition Survey (n=1,545) and was limited to children in grades 10, 11, and 12 (Peek et al. 1985 ). Yet another study, published in 1990 drawing on data from the National Family Violence Survey (n=2,688) from 1985, was limited to children living with both parents (Hotaling et al. 1989) .
Further, existing studies have missed important segments of the at-risk population by either not distinguishing step-parents or neglecting them altogether (McCloskey and Lichter 2003) , excluding fathers from the victim population (Pagani et al. 2004) , excluding females from the offender population (Brezina 1999) , being too restrictive of offender age parameters by including only older offenders (Brezina 1999; Peek et al. 1985) , or only young offenders (e.g., kindergarteners) (Nock and Kazdin 2002; Pagani et al. 2004) .
In light of these shortcomings we seek to address several of the concerns raised by employing what we believe is the largest cross-national sample of reported CPV cases with 17,957 offenders.
Method
The current study examines gender differences in parental assaults involving child offenders under the age of 21. A focus on victim and offender demographics and incident characteristics noted in past literature is used to fill in gaps in the existing knowledge in an effort to establish baseline findings from a more comprehensive sample of data than has previously existed. As noted, past studies, in large part, rely heavily on two types of data: (1) small, nongeneralizable, clinical samples generating qualitative data focusing on interpersonal familial dynamics and seemingly subjective clinical interpretation (see : Gallagher 2004a, b) ; (2) national samples of data rarely numbering more than a couple thousand cases, collected decades ago, with seemingly arbitrarily restricted age parameters (see Peek et al. 1985) . The present work is unique in that it looks at reported incidents of CPV using a large, cross-national sample of current data with expanded age parameters.
To address deficiencies and shortcomings in past literature, this study begins with a gendered comparison of CPV to assess differences in child assaultive behavior across both demographic and incident based characteristics. Following initial comparisons, we assess the nature of CPV using logistic regression to examine sex differences while holding all other predictors stable. The focus of this research, therefore, is to use a cross-national sample of cases of CPV that have been reported to law enforcement to measure several victim, offender, and incident characteristics.
Data Source and Selection
The data used in this research were extracted from the 2002 National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) developed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The data includes incident-level information for each crime reported to the FBI by counties in 23 participating states.
1 The amount of available information and the comprehensive level of detail provide a distinct advantage in analyzing groups of offenders, victims, and event characteristics that are otherwise infrequent. Importantly, CPV, while prevalent in the population, is infrequently reported. Beyond localized qualitative approaches and several limited smallerscale national samples, no other research effort is known to include such a large sample containing the predictors reviewed here.
NIBRS data are arranged in 13 separate segments with linkage variables; making the dataset rectangular, not flat.
Each criminal event is assigned a unique number; which allows for the linkage of any given incident with all associated offenders and victims with the same number. The structure of the data allows the researcher to choose from one of several units of analysis including offender, victim, and event. For the current investigation, offender was chosen as the level or unit of analysis. All offenders reported in the most current 2002 NIBRS data for a violent crime against a parent or step-parent, were selected for inclusion in the current datafile for further analysis. The data selection criteria then limited selected cases to aggravated assault, simple assault, or intimidation perpetrated by an offender age 21 or younger. Incident inclusion criteria were determined following Cotrell's (2001) definition of CPV as an act committed by a child done to intentionally cause physical, psychological, or financial pain to gain control and power over a parent. The last step in sorting the data involved including only cases where there was a oneto-one relationship-one offender and one victim.
Participants
In 2002, 17,957 children age 21 or younger were reported to law enforcement in participating agencies in 23 states for assaulting a parent or step-parent. Males accounted for 11,357 offenders of parental assault, or 63%, females accounted for 6,591 offenders, or 37% of offenders of parental assault in the 2002 NIBRS data. Descriptive statistics were utilized to assess demographic and offense characteristics for males and females. The sample consisted of primarily White victims (77%) and offenders (76%) with most victims falling in the 41-50 (45%) year old age category and most offenders between 14-17 (60%) years old.
Analysis Plan
The first step of the analysis uses chi-square tests to identify and measure the relationship between gender and three different categories of assault: aggravated, simple, and intimidation, as well as several incident characteristics. Next, again using chi-square tests, the relationship between victim gender, offender gender, and several incident characteristics is examined. The last step of the analysis includes logistic regression to predict CPV differences by sex of the offender with victim demographics and incident characteristics as predictors. Logistic regression relies on maximum likelihood estimates and employs an iterative process of estimating the population parameters that created the dependent variable. Logistic regression is appropriate here in part because it does not require the data to conform to the usual assumptions of ordinary least squares regression resulting in a more robust analysis. The logistic regression employs a dichotomous dependent variable offender gender.
The analysis predicts whether the CPV offender is male or female based on other victim, offender, and incident characteristics including: race, age, weapon present, type of weapon, alcohol or drug use, extent of injury, and type of assault.
Results

Male-Female Aggravated Assault Comparison
In 2002, there were 2,096 aggravated parental assaults in NIBRS data (Table 1) . Aggravated assaults are defined as: "An unlawful attack by one person upon another wherein the offender uses a weapon or displays it in a threatening manner, or the victim suffers obvious severe or aggravated bodily injury involving apparent broken bones, loss of teeth, possible internal injury, severe laceration, or loss of consciousness" (FBI 1992, p. 79) . Females were offenders in 31.3% of those cases. Females involved in aggravated parental assaults were significantly younger than males, and were more likely to assault a mother or step-mother. No significant differences were found by age of the victim or relationship (biological parent vs step-parent) to the offender.
Offenders and victims were more likely to be white than any other race, however, females, as offenders or victims, were more likely than males to be black. Males were more likely to report alcohol use, however more than 90% of males and females reported no alcohol use during the assault. Similarly, less than 3% of both sexes reported being under the influence of drugs when the assaults were committed. Differences began to emerge when weapon use was examined. Females were significantly less likely to use a gun during the assault (1.1% compared to 6.7% of males). However, they were significantly more likely to use knives or personal weapons during an attack than males. Interestingly, no differences in victim injury exist by sex. Less than 13% of males or females caused major injury to their parents in the reported aggravated assaults.
In summary, a typical parental aggravated assault offender is a white male between the ages of 14 and 17 who does not report using drugs or alcohol at the time of the assault. Although both genders are likely to use a personal weapon, it is unlikely the attack will cause serious injury to the victim. Victims are typically white biological mothers over the age of 40.
Male-Female Simple Assault Comparison
Female offenders accounted for over 38% of the 14,362 simple assault offenders. Simple assault is defined as: An unlawful physical attack by one person upon another where neither the offender displays a weapon, nor the victim suffers obvious severe or aggravated bodily injury involving apparent broken bones, loss of teeth, possible internal injury, severe laceration, or loss of consciousness (FBI 1992, p. 12) . Findings were very similar between incidents of aggravated and simple assault. Females were significantly younger than male simple assault offenders and much more likely to assault a mother or step-mother (82.5% of the time for females compared to 65.5% for males). Female offenders were less likely to use alcohol or drugs at the time of the assault with fewer than 9% of either sex reporting any substance abuse. The definition of simple assault precludes the use of a gun or a knife, or the occurrence of major injury during the assault. Females were slightly more likely to use a personal weapon (hands or feet) during the assault and significantly more likely to cause minor injurycompared to no injury-than males in the sample.
No significant sex differences are detected by race, although more than 75% of offenders and victims are White. Similarly, while most simple assault victims are over the age of 40, the victims of female offenders are significantly younger than that of male offenders. Finally, while the overwhelming majority of victims are parents, males are more likely than females to assault step-parents.
In summary, a typical parental simple assault is perpetrated by a white male between the ages of 14 and 17. Biological mothers are more likely to be the victims of a simple parental assault regardless of the sex of the child. Most offenders do not report alcohol or drug use during the assault, and although personal weapon use is the norm, the attack typically does not cause injury (Table 2) .
Male-Female Intimidation Comparison
Female offenders accounted for only 27.5% of the 1,497 intimidation cases with males comprising the vast majority (72.5%) of the cases, making intimidation the least likely category of CPV for females. Similarities between all three types of assault-aggravated, simple, and intimidation-are evident in the data. Females were significantly younger than male intimidation offenders and both sexes were significantly more likely to intimidate their biological mother. Fewer than 9% of male or female offenders report using alcohol or drugs at the time of their offense. The definition of intimidation precludes weapons use or injury during the attack including only threatening words or conduct that cause a reasonable fear of bodily harm (Federal Bureau of Investigation 1992, p. 12).
The majority of offenders and victims are white regardless of offender sex. Similarly, although the majority of victims are over the age of 40, there is no difference by sex. Once again, most victims were biological parents, not step-parents.
In summary, a typical parental intimidation involves a white male between the ages of 14 and 17, who is not using alcohol or drugs at the time of the incident. Victims are typically biological mothers over the age of 40, regardless of the sex of the child (Table 3) . Summary: Parental Assault by Sex and Crime Males in this study were more likely than females to assault a parent. Whether intimidation, simple assault, or aggravated assault, mothers were victims in most (70.5%) CPV cases with biological mothers the most likely target of the attack (90.5%). Females were significantly more likely than males to assault their mothers regardless of offense type. Most assaults (66.5%) involved a personal weapon. Males were older than females and more likely to use drugs or alcohol, although the overwhelming majority of offenders reported using neither. Injury occurred in less than 50% of all CPV cases, and females were significantly more likely than males to cause minor injury during a simple parental assault.
A review of the chi-square results from the analysis of sex differences between victims and across several incident characteristics reveals several provocative findings discussed below.
Male-Female Assault: Father as Victim
Fathers were the victims in only 29.5% of all parental assault cases. Males, and the fathers they assaulted, were significantly older than female offenders and the fathers they assaulted. Males were also more likely than females to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs at the time of the attack (Table 4) . Definition of simple assault precludes using a gun or a knife or major injury *p≥0.05 **p≥0.001 Although offenders and victims were more likely to be white than any other race, female offenders and their victim fathers were more likely to be black than male offenders and their victim fathers. Similarly, while both males and females were more likely to assault a parent than a stepparent, when attacks on step-parent fathers occurred, the offender was more likely to be female. Males were significantly more likely than females to commit intimidation or aggravated assault, however, there were no significant gender differences related to victim injury, in fact, in over 50% of all cases, no injury was sustained by victimized fathers.
To summarize, in CPV incidents against fathers, victims tended to be white males over the age of 40. The offenders were typically White males between the ages of 14 and 17, however over one third of the male sample were between the ages of 18-21. Three quarters of all cases involved simple assault using a personal weapon (hands or feet) and major injury occurred in less than 4% of all cases.
Male-Female Assault: Mother as Victim
Mothers comprise 71.5% of CPV victims in the 2002 NIBRS data. Males are significantly more likely than females to assault their mother and although drugs and alcohol are reported in less than 5% of all mother CPV cases, males are more likely to be under the influence. Males are also more likely than females to commit aggravated assault or intimidation (Table 5) .
When a weapon was used against a mother, it was typically a personal weapon (hands, feet) used by a female rather than a male. Similarly, while most cases resulted in no injuries, females were more likely than males to cause a minor injury to a mother victim.
In summary, regardless of victim sex, males were more likely to commit aggravated assault or intimidation than females. Although most offenders fall into the 14-17 age category, a high concentration of males who assaulted their fathers fell into the 18-21 age range. Females were more likely than males to use personal weapons (hands, feet) and the numbers increased with female victims compared to male victims. Finally, females were significantly more likely than males to cause injury to their mothers, but no significant differences in injury were found with fathers.
Logistic Regression Results
Sex was used as the dependent variable, with males coded as 0 and females coded as 1. Independent variables were coded as 0=no and 1=yes for all variables except victim and offender age, which were left as age at time of offense. Regression diagnostics revealed severe multicollinearity between offender and victim race as could be expected given the intra-familial relationship, therefore race of the victim was eliminated from the regression equation.
Parental Assault by Sex of the Offender
Logistic regression supports bivariate analysis yielding a number of significant findings. As shown in Table 6 , male offenders are significantly older than females and more likely to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs during a parental attack. Also, aggravated assault and intimidation are more common for male offenders than female.
Males and females are equally likely to use personal weapons (hands, feet) during an attack, but when a more serious weapon is used, males are more likely to use guns and females are more likely to use knives. Finally, while no differences exist for major injuries, females are more likely than males to cause minor injury.
Discussion
Drawing on data from a large cross-national sample of reported incidents of CPV, these findings both support and contrast prior research. This study addressed many of the shortcomings emerging from the existing literature in an effort to provide more comprehensive baseline data on CPV as it relates to offender gender differences across numerous demographic and incident based characteristics.
Gender
Our findings support much of the existing literature which suggests males are the predominant offenders of CPV (Pagani et al. 2004) . In this examination males made up the majority (63.3%) of CPV offenders. Whether looking at aggravated assault, simple assault, or intimidation, males were consistently the largest category of CPV offenders. While the gender gap did narrow from intimidation (27.5% females compared to 72.5% males) to aggravated assault (31.3% females compared to 68.7% males) and finally simple assault (38.5% females compared to 61.5% males), males were the predominant CPV offenders in every category. These findings do not support the work of McCloskey and Lichter (2003) finding no sex differences and sharply contrast the work of Agnew and Huguley (1989) and Nock and Kazdin (2002) finding more female than male offenders of CPV. However, these findings may be reflective of parental reporting practices as much as actual prevalence. Given that mothers are the predominant victim's it may be that their more probable physical vulnerability compared to their male children results in them more frequently reporting assaults. Additionally, as discussed below, males tend to be older than females across all categories of abuse which may contribute to a more threatening physical presence and a perceived ability to do more harm.
Age
The age range included in this study-21 years old and younger-was more inclusive than any in the existing literature. Contrary to Cottrell's (2001) finding that children between 12 and 14 years old were peak offenders we found that the majority of CPV offenders fell between the ages of 14 and 17. Further, significant gender differences emerged in the analysis. Similar to the findings of Kethineni (2004) , males were significantly older than females in all three categories of assault. Numbers in the 18-21 year old category increased from simple (24.5%) to aggravated (27.4%) to intimidation (36.1%) for males and females, highlighting changes in the form of assaultive behavior as children age. Age also reflects changes in target selection.
Although males who assault a parent are significantly older than females, nearly 40% of males who assaulted their father were in the 18 to 21 category, compared to only 23% of females. The older age of onset for males across all harm categories may be attributable to males' later onset of physical (and emotional) maturity. The concordance between CPV escalation, age, and gender may stem from physicality. The older, and consequently, more physically developed the child, the more capable they may be to either intentionally or unintentionally inflict serious harm on a parent. Younger children, under most circumstances, simply may not be capable of the more serious forms of abuse that come to the attention of law enforcement agencies.
Race
Consistent with past research, the majority (76.3%) of the sample was white. In bivariate analyses, significant gender differences relating to offender and victim race were present. Black females were more likely than black males to be involved in aggravated assaults, similarly, they were more likely than males to assault their fathers. These findings may stem from cultural differences in family dynamics and relationships. Contrary to our findings as a whole, Black females were more typically the aggressor of the most serious form of assault-aggravated. No intra-racial differences were noted in the logistic regression analysis.
It is important to note, however, that the nature of the data makes it impossible to determine if parental abuse is truly experienced less frequently in black families or simply reported less frequently with only the most severe forms being reported to law enforcement. A mere 23% of the sample was black and given that the data consists of reported offenses this leaves us to speculate why this may be. Our first consideration is that it is possible blacks simply commit less CPV. Turning our attention, however, to the race and crime-reporting literature we draw further speculative insight. Minority members, including blacks, have large population concentration and overrepresentation in urban neighborhoods with high levels of socioeconomic disadvantage. Residents of these areas have traditionally been less likely to report criminal victimization to law enforcement. The effects of poverty and joblessness in impoverished neighborhoods instill feelings of alienation in residents of these neighborhoods, especially blacks (Baumer 2002) . This, in turn, leads to feelings of profound detachment from mainstream society and its social institutions accompanied by a deep rooted distrust of the police, the judicial system, (Anderson 1999; Baumer 2002 ) and community social services. According to the code of Anderson (1999) of the street, residents are encouraged to take matters into their own hands and are discouraged from notifying police (Baumer 2002) . We further speculate that given the type of offense and the distrust of social institutions black parents may fear that reporting incidents of CPV may result in social agencies initiating processes, procedures, and actions culminating in the removal of the child from the home which may not be the desired outcome.
Incident Characteristics
Consistent with prior literature, females were younger than males. Diverging from prior literature, differences were not found in relation to overall use of a weapon, most assaults, regardless of gender, involved personal weapons (hands, feet). Nock and Kazdin (2002) found no gun or knife usage among participants in their sample. Evans and Sohlberg found no guns were used among their sample with 16% of cases involving the threat of weapons use, most commonly a knife. Brezina (1999) found that males were more likely than females to use a non-personal weapon. In sharp contrast, our study revealed that in aggravated assaults if a weapon other than a personal weapon was used, males were more likely to use a gun and females were more likely to use a knife in both bivariate and multivariate analysis. This may correlate with the finding of Charles (1986) that females were more likely to use a household object (e.g. a knife) in an assault. This finding may be explained in part by males being more familiar and comfortable with guns and having more access than females who a more likely to use a readily available knife. According to a study of junior high students by Hemenway et al. (1996) , 25% of males have carried a gun while only 4% of females have.
Physical injury occurred in less than 50% of our sample. Contrary to research by Nock and Kazdin (2002) , though similar to Kethineni (2004) , no significant gender differences were found in cases of major injury. However, females were more likely than males to cause minor injury during an assault.
Although much of the past literature links drug and alcohol abuse to parental abuse and aggression (Charles 1986; Cottrell and Monk 2004; Ellickson and McGuigan 2000; Jackson 2003) , the overwhelming majority of offenders in our sample reported no use of alcohol or drugs during the attack. In cases where drug or alcohol use was present, males were more likely to be under the influence. Our general lack of co-occurring findings of substance abuse and CPV in a national sample may be more telling of potential sampling bias in past clinical samples. The inclusion of participants in clinical samples may be more likely when CPV co-morbidity exists.
Conclusion
In 2002, there were 17,957 cases of CPV reported in participating counties in 23 states. As highlighted in prior literature, many agencies examine CPV only as a secondary, sometimes anecdotal, finding in cases of spousal or child abuse. The sizable numbers provided in this study drawn from only 23 states in the USA call attention to the need for primary research in this area. Targeted intervention programs cannot be offered without baseline knowledge of the existing problem. Current research suggests programs directed towards males between the ages of 14 and 17 with emphasis on maternal victimization would affect the largest number of CPV cases.
The parental shame associated with and concern for one's child both serve to preclude accurate accounting of CPV incidents. More needs to be done within the confines of the juvenile justice system and related community service organizations to better understand this pervasive problem. An initial step could be the reconceptualizing of CPV as a form of family violence extending beyond contemporary notions of delinquency. Treatment modalities in lieu of judicial dispositions may provide a promising avenue for policy makers and practitioners to pursue.
There are limitations in this study that should be noted beginning with a reliance on NIBRS data which contains all of the usual concerns regarding under-representation and accuracy in official data. Further, NIBRS data, as yet, does not have wide national exposure with approximately half of states reporting. Second, we limited our cases to those with a one-to-one victim/offender relationship to simplify case linkage and statistical analysis, thereby excluding reported cases with multiple offenders or victims. Finally, we are limited in the contextual variables that are available. As a result we are not able to explore dynamic relational processes such as other forms of abuse and/or violence in the family which may precipitate or contribute to CPV.
Counterbalancing these limitations is the important contribution of new baseline findings derived from a large cross-national sample, an informative gender based predictive model, and progress towards reconciliation of contrasting/conflicting results obtained in past studies. Now that we have identified a number of salient characteristics related to victims, offenders, and incidents using a large cross-national sample, future research efforts might focus on complementing the present work by studying the dynamic micro-level intrafamilial processes which set the stage for child-parent violence. Research examining at parental permissiveness and inconsistent discipline could be expanded beyond small clinical samples. As Pagani et al. (2004) point out, there are abundant assumptions regarding the role of family process variables but no studies conducted using large or representative samples. A better understanding of the dynamics related to how and why CPV occurs could go a long way towards prevention. Additionally, studying the consequences of CPV on all primary family members over time could help in understanding the long-term prognosis for family relationships. Further, comparative studies looking at CPV impacted families and non-CPV families may provide some insight into the complicated family dynamics associated with the onset and facilitation of a CPV trajectory. Finally, a thorough examination of reporting practices by race would assist in determining whether the true proportional differences are as discrepant as the incident reporting data implies. In other words, does minority distrust of social institutions, law enforcement, and the criminal justice system result in CPV underreporting? other individuals or organizations. We wish to thank the editor and reviewers for their helpful comments.
